resulted in continuation of the trend of record numbers of new taxa named (or renamed) which was observed when ICSB last met in Jerusalem, 1996 . This continued increase in the description and rearrangement of taxa has generated several issues with respect to the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria which will be discussed and voted on during these meetings.
Letters soliciting appointment of a representative to ICSB were sent to the 122 member societies of IUMS shortly after the Congress in Jerusalem. Responses were received from 115 member societies with regard to the request for designation of representatives for this meeting. As with the Jerusalem Congress, however, some individuals were surprised that they had been designated as a representative when subsequently contacted. The full 3-year cycle between IUMS Congress did permit a follow-up request to the officers of non-responding societies, especially where the original correspondence was lost or misdirected during a change of member society officers.
Nominations for the Van Niel Prize were once again solicited for this Congress because the rules for the Prize were altered by the University of Queensland's Legal Office to accommodate the change of the scheduling of IUMS Congress to a 3-year cycle. We had several outstanding candidates nominated and are pleased to have the Selection Committee recognize Professor K. Komagata's contributions to bacterial systematics with the award of this year's Prize.
The current financial status of ICSB was given.
Minute 9. Report of the Editor of IJSB. E. Stackebrandt reported that the UK-based SGM has taken over as publisher of the IJSB since the end of 1997. The transition between publishers went well and the first issue of the new journal format produced by the SGM was published with only a short delay of two months, and subsequent issues were published on schedule. The new format of the Journal has been received with enthusiasm by the reader community. The number of papers published for 1998, 223, was down 16 % from the previous year, but the number of submissions increased by 12 % in 1998 and this increase is expected to continue in 1999. Contributions were received from scientists from 36 different nations. Enumerating these contributions according to the corresponding authors, US and Japanese scientists had the lead (14 % each), followed by French, German (12 % each) and Australian (7 %) researchers. As in previous years, Europe contributed the majority of accepted papers (53 %), followed by East Asia (Japan, China, Korea and Malaysia) with 20 % and North America with 16 %. The polyphasic approach to taxonomic studies has resulted in high numbers of national (23 %) and international (46 %) collaborations. Scientists who were predominantly involved in these collaborations were from the USA, UK and Germany (each 18 %), France (13 %) and Belgium (8 %). 
Minutes
Most contributions had at least four authors, which clearly reflected the complexity of modern microbial systematics. It is interesting to note that more than one-third of papers contained contributions from the staff of biological reference centres, reference laboratories and public health centres. About 70 % of all newly described bacterial species in 1998 were reported by contributions in the IJSB. In total, 178 new bacterial species names were validly published, including those on the Validation Lists. This was status quo as compared to 1997. The change in publisher had the unfortunate effect of the loss of 700 subscribers because of the delay in transfer of the subscriber list from the ASM to SGM and the fact that ASM did not indicate to its membership that it no longer published IJSB. Aggressive publicity efforts should be able to reclaim a portion of these subscribers. The journal had an impact factor of 3n724 for 1997, which is very high among non-review microbiology journals.
In 2000, the journal will be published bimonthly. Three new Associate Editors have been added to the Editorial Board : Hans-Ju$ rgen Busse, Miklo! s Mu $ ller and Lindsay Sly. A total of eight Subcommittees planned for meetings during the IUMS Congress, while nine Subcommittees have plans for meetings elsewhere. It is becoming increasingly clear that it is easier for Subcommittees to get good attendance if meetings are associated with specialist symposia rather than with IUMS Congresses. A number of the officers overseeing effective Subcommittees have made this point.
Minimal standards papers continue to trickle in, although a number are in fairly advanced stages of preparation. Two have been published since the 1996 Congress, one for taxa in the order Halobacteriales and one on staphylococcal species. The minimal standards for Arthrobacter and Microbacterium are to be updated. At least six other standards papers are in the draft stage. Several officers of successful Subcommittees have pointed out the difficulty of motivating colleagues to participate in drafting minimal standards papers. Several reasons have been offered for this apparent malaise, including the fact that new taxa described in several journals are not based on published minimal standards, colleagues at times dodge minimal standards issues, and some minimal standards manuscripts run into difficulties with referees. Nevertheless it was agreed that the concept of minimal standards is a valuable one.
The merger of the Subcommittee of Arthrobacter and related organisms and the Subcommittee on the taxonomy of Microbacterium and related organisms was suggested by the Subcommittees' secretaries following a joint meeting of the Subcommittees in Prague. H. Prauser has written that this proposal should now be accepted. A. Ventosa provided a strong case for considering a Subcommittee on the taxonomy of the Halomonadaceae. These two proposals were accepted.
The officers of the Subcommittees have raised several additional issues, including the problems of delineating some genera. Some officers considered that an increasing number of papers published in IJSB show a poor grasp of the Bacteriological Code.
It was suggested by some Subcommittee officers that there might be a need to revamp existing Subcommittees or set up new ones in light of developments in prokaryotic systematics. This view was shared by the meeting.
Minute 11. Report of the Judicial Commission. H. G. Tru$ per, the Chairman of the Judicial Commission, stated that the Bacteriological Code is the concern of the Judicial Commission, both with development of the Code, and rendering Opinions where there is conflict with the Code.
(1) During this triennial the Commission has voted on two Requests for an Opinion, and has issued Opinion 69 on rejection of Clostridium putrificum and conservation of Clostridium botulinum and Clostridium sporogenes, and Opinion 70 accepting the proposal for a neotype strain for Proteus vulgaris. Five other Requests are pending, they will be voted on not before 1 year has passed after they have appeared in print in IJSB. (ii) As a consequence of this change, the list of necessary changes of the word ' bacteria ' to ' prokaryotes ' throughout the Code and the Statutes of the ICSB, including the name of the ICSB itself to ' International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes ', was unanimously accepted. Minute 15. Policy on deposition and availability of strains. A concern had been raised that type strains cited in valid publications of taxa are not always available. A suggestion was made to require that type strains be deposited in three different culture collections. Minute 27. Any new business. Discussion was again initiated regarding the concerns related to the availability of type strains and requirement for authors to submit type strains to two different culture collections. E. Stackebrandt responded to several of the issues, stating that processing of type strains by culture collections should not be a problem and that the authors personally should submit their type strains to culture collections in more than one country and not rely on the original collection of deposit to disseminate them to other collections.
A. Ventosa expressed his thanks for the opportunity to serve on the ICSB and suggested that the Committee should take some initiative to see that ICSB sessions are more clearly indicated as part of the programme of the IUMS\BAM Congresses so that scheduling conflicts with the scientific programme can be avoided. The schedule of meetings of the ICSB Subcommittees should also be included in the Congress programme so that interested Congress attendees could attend any open meetings. K. H. Schleifer was identified as the organizer for the IUMS\BAM Congress in 2002 and will be contacted in this regard. 
